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Cohort Variations in the Political Ideology of Koreans:

Measurement of the Political Ideology Indicators and 

their Applications

SEOL Dong-Hoon (Chonbuk National University)

There is a “generation gap” when it comes to political ideology. Political 

ideology confrontations exist in accordance with cohorts or generations 

instead of social classes in Korea. Although the Western social scientists 

have developed “ideology index,” it is hard to find the optimal index for 

Koreans on account of different social context. I am going to develop the 

Korean version of “political ideology index” by analyzing previous 

inventories in this paper. And, I will also find the determinants of political 

ideology: sex, education, occupation and their place of origin as well as 

cohorts or generations. Finally, I will show the applications of the variables 

of political ideology and generation to analyzing the determinants of voting 

behavior.
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