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In the Korean society where a concept of nation 15 put on a
family line, nobody wanted muigrant workers to settle in Korea and
damage the legend of a single-nation state. Out of the thousand
migrant workers in Korea, only 30,000 are recognized as workers
under the Labor Standard Law.

In other words, legislative workers are 9.2% of the total migrant
workers, The rest are 40000 industrial trainees and 290,000
undocumented workers. Those are tramnees who learn industnal
technique through their expenence and these are people who
smuggled themselves into Korea or tounsts who overstayed for more
than the allowed period.

The Korean government has thoroughly discnminated and ruled
out migrant workers. Migrant workers are not human beings but
subjects of control and disposal while they are discriminated based on
nationality. Most of migrant workers in a production line are not
included into workers in the Korean society. Often migrant workers’
basic nghts are mvaded. To overcome these problems,

Roh Moeohyun government 1s planning to introduce the work
permut system which will prumde them with a status of worker.
However, the new system is ‘also far from aceepting migrant workers
as citizens.

Democracy and Globalization of Citizenship

All. members.of the society should raise political voices as citizens
to keep and strengthen democracy. All people cannot be 'nationals’
who have common history and culture. To deal with this dilemma,
two methods ean be sought for. _

First, a new form of citizenship that can deal with the pressure of
the globalization i1s needed. 'Citizens of democratic. . state’ where
‘nationals” consisting of a part 'of a nation-state are dismantled and
where open and flexible attachments are based should be substituted.
Trachtional practices that provides only people who belongs to a
cultural community of a nation-state with citizenship should be
shredded off. It should be changed to grant citizenship to all people
who are qualified for it. Native, famuly’s residence, economic activities
and cultural contribution can be also standards for granting
citizenship. For example, Germany revised the ¢itizenship nationality
law n 1999 and combined a principle of the traditional bloodline with
a principle of the born place. Therefore, foreign children born in
Germany could obtain citizenship.

Second, the important political decision-making being implemented
in the levels of international regions or trans nations, the way for

people to participate in a democratic method should be developed.
Then, migrant warkers will be able to have'an identity as citizens, or
members of universal society; not as sirangers whe are excluded from
~the nation-state. In the process, inequality among individuals and

nationalities will be overcome. Therefore, a concept about the
ciizenship that can iInclude equality among individuals and
acknowledgement of collective difference should be created and
promoted.




