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Abstract

Social Capital and Status Attainment of the Physically Disabled Persons:

A Revision of the Social Exclusion

Soon-Young Park
Department of Sociology
Graduate School

Chonbuk National University

Occupation is means of making collective self identity of a person as well as
promoting her/his economic wealth in life. It gives a person major social
status. So, what kind of job she/he get is connected directly with her/his
social status. It is also a key factor of the physically disabled persons.
According to a survey of the physically disabled persons in Korea 2000, the
unemployment rate of them is 284%. It is higher 6.8 times than that of
Korean population.

This study tries to show what kind of factors make influences on getting a
job of physically disabled persons. I analyzed their demographic characteristics,
social class, human capital and social capital variables. And, I focussed the
effects of social capital among them, and tried to show operating mechanism
of the social exclusion.

The major findings of this study are summarized five points. First, the labor
market of physically disabled persons is divided according to gender. Male

has higher level of wages than those of female. Second, the better human

iii



capital they have, the higher level of wages they get. I adopted the severeness
of their physical disability as an indicator of human capital variables. Third,
apart form status attainment theory, the higher social class has adverse effects
on social attainment of the physically disabled persons in Korea. Fourth, social
capital with weak ties does positive effects on getting a job. However, social
capital with strong ties does negative influences on getting a job. Fifth, social
capital with strong ties acts to mechanism of social exclusion primarily for the
physically disabled person.

As a conclusion, role and support method of society capital with strong ties
is must be necessarily reviewed as well as change of social awareness on the
physically disabled persons, supplement legal and institutional repletion for
accomplishes social integration and lives life that live humanly of the

physically disabled persons.

Key words: social capital, status attainment, human capital, social exclusion, physically

disabled persons.
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